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Foreword 

 I am writing to congratulate the publication of Pui Ying Post 2012-2013, a 

collection of essays written by Pui Ying students in the year.  

 Pui Ying Secondary School puts great emphasis on students’ learning of the 

English language. This yearly magazine provides a good platform for students to 

practise and sharpen their writing skills in English. Students themselves discuss 

social issues freely, write about matters they are interested in, or just tell their own 

stories.  

 The publication of PY Post is only one of the many projects that the school has 

launched to create an English-rich environment. Every year, we organise a wide 

variety of English-related activities to support classroom learning and create 

opportunities for students to use English in real-life situations. We are happy that 

our efforts in promoting English have been well received by students and parents. 

Pui Ying Secondary School will continue to make every effort to make our 

students more interested in learning English.   

 Hope you like this collection of students’ writing and enjoy reading it.  

 K. C. Chan 

Acting Principal 
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 English Week is the highlight of the English Department’s year-around 

activities. The whole week consisted of stunning games, singing contest, and film 

appreciation. It culminated at the spectacular assembly on Friday.  

English Week 2013 

 Heartstrings is the annual singing contest organized by the 

English Society during the English Week. This year, the competition 

attracted more than 10 entrants. In the heat session, we were 

delighted to have Ms Chan and Ms Sham to be our honourable 

judges. The preliminary round of performances already wowed the 

judges. However, only five groups could sail through and compete in 

the final.  

 The final was held during the assembly. Impressed by the strong 

contenders’ singing, the judges, including Ms Chan, Ms Cheung and 

Ms Chung, all agreed that they all sang with aplomb. Accompanied 

by Joey Yeung, Stephanie Cheng, last year’s champion, ended the 

assembly with a guest performance.  

 Congratulations to Leung Wing Ki (4F) who won the 

championship title while the second runners-up title was shared by 

Ho Cheuk Ying (4C), Lee Wai Man (4F) and Mr Chan Yi.   

Heartstrings 

Ms Cheung Wing Sze & Ms Li Wing Kwan 

 What would you think of when it comes to Christmas, Chinese 

New Year, Halloween…? Bingo! They are all festivals! Our game 

booth named Let’s Celebrate required students to tell what they would 

do and what they would eat during different festivals.  

 The game was easy to play. Each student merely picked a picture 

from a pile of cards and mentioned three interesting things related to 

that particular festival. While some students scratched their heads to 

create sensible answers, many came up with incredibly creative ideas 

and expressed them in a fluent manner. Their impressive answers 

really added colours to the joyful atmosphere. No wonder they could 

get a stamp and win an attractive prize without any difficulties. This 

exciting game was so attractive and successful that many students 

lined up and played it more than once.  

Let’s Celebrate 

Ms Lai Ka Yee & Ms Lam Chit Wa 
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 The name of our game stall for the English Week this year is Have 

Fun with Words. The aim of the activity is to test students’ knowledge 

of vocabulary on the following categories: prefix, suffix, hobbies, 

fruit, food and daily life necessities.  

 The game is easy to play. A participant draws a table-tennis ball 

from the box. He/ She has to see which category he/she has drawn. 

Then he/she goes to the next bench to tell the helper which category 

of vocabulary he/ she has to answer. The helper picks up a picture 

from the category randomly and shows it to the participant. The 

participant has to give the answer correctly in order to get a stamp. 

 The game stall was very popular with students. It provided a 

leisure and enjoyable atmosphere for students to learn useful and 

common vocabulary and grammar items outside regular English 

lessons. Many students enjoyed playing the game and queued up to 

play it again and again.  

Have Fun with Words 

Ms Mo Siu Fong & Ms Yip Sau Ching 

 A Recipe for Foodie prepared by Miss Li Ka Ki and a team of S5 

English Ambassadors, Carrie and Winsy (5A), Judy, Sally and 

Manddie (5F) has been a delight to students during the English 

Week. This game booth not only aimed at arousing students’ interest 

in participating in an interactive English game, but also eased 

students’ fear of speaking English in front of others.  

 In this game, participants were offered three food items 

including at least one kind of fruit and two kinds of local snacks, 

seeing if they could identify the food items with the sense of taste and 

pronounce the food-related vocabulary in an appropriate way. If they 

could guess the three items correctly, a stamp would be rewarded to 

them.   

 English Ambassadors found this a great opportunity to motivate 

each other to speak English fluently with confidence in public and 

they were obligated to cultivate an English-rich learning environment 

for all PY brothers and sisters.  

A Recipe for Foodie 

Ms Li Ka Ki & English Society 
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 Matching Together was one of the booths in the English Learning 

Centre (ELC) during English Week. Students were requested to use 

the given prefixes to form antonym, at least four in 30 seconds. It was 

designed by two S3 students. 

 Xoe Cheung: My teacher invited me and another girl to be 

helpers in the ELC. Our English booth was very popular because the 

game seemed to be the easiest one so it was easy to get the prizes. 

When we were helping with the stall, we had to speak all in English. 

Although it was difficult, I still think it was a good experience to 

speak more English and feel free to try it. 

 Elsa Lee: My partner and I decided to hold a game stall about 

matching the prefixes to form antonym. It was very busy when the 

students came to our stall and played the game as we needed to be 

the time-keeper and judge in the meantime.  

Matching Together 

Ms Lee Wai Chun 

 Rhymes and Homophones Games are not only very easy to play, but 

also very funny and a bit challenging. In short, students are required 

to find three rhyming or homophone pairs in two minutes. The game 

hosts can give hints to students by reading the pairs aloud and 

checking whether they have the right pairs or not. Certainly, those 

who fail at first are welcome to “try again”, which will be nearly 

100% successful in the second chance. Our students simply love these 

two little games! 

Rhymes and Homophones Games 

Mr Lam Hing Man 

 In the game, students picked a card and read aloud the tongue 

twister as fast as they could. They were very enthusiastic about the 

game as they attempted to finish it within the time limit and get 

rewards.  

 Tongue twisters are short lines that are tricky to articulate rapidly 

due to alliteration and a slight variation of consonant sounds. 

Through the game, students can improve their pronunciation by 

differentiating similar sounds. Tongue twisters are fun as they come 

with a natural rhythm and cover intriguing themes. 

Tongue Twisters  

Ms Poon Ho Yi 
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Self, Family and Friends 



 Hi! My name is Tommy. I'm 12 years old and I live in Hong Kong. I'm tall and have 

short hair. I'm always happy and sharp, some of my friends even call me "Happy"!  Yet, I 

always have a doubt: why are there two round things near my left ear? I don't know what 

they are but they somehow become my personal characteristic.  

 I am the only son of my parents. My dad is a businessman. His knowledge in Maths 

is very amazing because he knows all the Maths formulas and he always teaches me 

Maths homework. My mother is a housewife. It seems that she is never tired. She takes 

good care of the whole family all the time.  

 I study in Pui Ying Secondary School. I go to school myself by minibus every day. At 

recess, I often go to the tuck shop to buy some food and play with my classmates. I like 

Science very much because I love to investigate different things and know more about 

various machines. I take part in the Maths Club. The teacher in-charge and the members 

are all very funny and nice.  

 I'm bold and sharp. Why do I say so? That's because I always sleep before 10:00 pm. 

I'm funny, too. I always share jokes and interesting things with my classmates and 

friends. I hope you can be my friend, too. Thank you. 

 My name is Esther Chow. I am tall and I always wear a smile. My friends tell me that 

I am very nice, but I do not think so.  

 There are five members in my happy and warm family. I have a caring father and 

mother, two sisters and grandmother. Every night, we enjoy the family gathering at 

home. We share our daily lives and my sisters usually draw at home. Their drawings are 

very beautiful.  

 I study in Pui Ying Secondary School. I have two good friends in my class: Sandy and 

Kelly. They are twin sisters. At recess, we often go to the tuck shop to buy snack and chat. 

My favourite subject is English because it is easy and fun. My favourite hobby is watching 

films. I like to read Harry Potter very much. It is very exciting. I also love dogs because 

they are very lovely.  

 I hope we can have an enjoyable summer this year.  

My Personal Profile 

Cheung Sai Sing   1A 

Chow Kwok Ting   1A 
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 A good friend should often stand by you no matter what has happened. A 

trustworthy friend should be able to keep secrets, too. 

 I am so fortunate that I have a lot of friends but my best one is Oscar. We have 

known each other since Primary 3. In other words, we have been friends for 5 

years. I still remember vividly that Oscar sat next to me at that time. I was so 

happy that we had the same hobby – playing football. So we usually played 

football during lunchtime and after school. We both were the members of the 

school football team. We often represented our school to join many inter-school 

competitions. We won at times. 

 Thanks God that we were promoted to the same secondary school! Of course, 

we always chat and play together. We share our happiness and sorrow. Whenever 

I have any problems, he will help me without dragging his feet. For example, 

when I do not know how to do the homework, he will teach me how to complete 

it. At the same time, when he feels hungry, I will share my food with him.  

 I could not imagine what I would be if I did not have such a good friend. I will 

definitely cherish our friendship. 

 

My Best Friend 

Lam King Yau   1B  
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 My favourite sport is playing volleyball. I learnt it in 2011 and since then I 

have had a strong passion for it.   

 When I still studied in primary school, I played it with my neighbours 

regularly. However, after being a student of Pui Ying, I seldom do so. Instead I 

play it with my new classmates. A few months ago, I was so lucky that I have been 

selected to be a member of the school volleyball team. It is such an excellent team 

that I have ever joined. I practise with my teammates every afternoon. Practice 

makes perfect. With sufficient training sessions, my skills of playing volleyball 

have been sharpened a lot. I have even got chances to join two inter-school 

volleyball competitions and won an award! The experience that I have got is 

valuable and memorable.  

 Apart from getting awards, I have really gained a lot through playing 

volleyball. For example, it made me realize the importance of teamwork. If I do 

not cooperate well with my teammates, I am sure that we would not be able to 

work so closely or win any awards.   

 Volleyball plays an important role in my life. I cannot imagine what my life 

would be if I could not play it! 

Tang Yingfeng   1B 

Volleyball 
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James Dyer   2A 

My Role Model 

 My role model is Albert Einstein. He is a German. Even though I don’t know 

him very well, I know he was a famous mathematician and a scientist.  

 I think he is a good role model for multiple reasons. First, he was courageous. 

He was not afraid to tell people his discoveries. He came up with lots of theories 

that changed the world into the one it is now. His theories were so brilliant that 

modern scientists base their theories on his. 

 Second, he was creative. He proposed theories that nobody could think of. For 

example, he thought of space-time, where space and time are interweaved like a 

fabric, and he accurately explained gravity and some other strange phenomena 

with this theory.  

 Third, he was persistent. When things went wrong, he just kept trying it until 

it was perfect. 

 In life, he liked cycling. In death, he usually rolls in his grave. As in both, 

something’s spinning. I do not see much of a difference.  

 Albert Einstein was a genius. He was courageous, creative and persistent. 

That’s why he is my role model.  
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January 18 (Saturday) 

Sunny 

 Toady, my classmates and I did some voluntary work for the Hong Kong 

Society for Handicapped Children. We took a group of physically disabled 

children on a trip to Victoria Park. Our teachers and school social workers 

arranged the trip. It was my first time I had done voluntary work so I felt very 

excited about it. 

 We took some toys and snacks for the children as gifts. They felt very grateful 

and happy. At the beginning, the children were too shy to talk with us. Luckily, 

after some time, they could open up themselves and started to chat with us. We 

spent a whole day in the park playing games and singing songs. We all had a 

great time in the park. 

 The trip makes me feel that I’m very lucky because I’m physically normal. I 

will get involved in more voluntary work in the future because doing voluntary 

work is meaningful and I can learn a lot from the experience. 

Wong Hong Ping   3A 

A Diary Entry about Doing Voluntary Work 
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January 20 (Monday) 

Sunny 

 Last Saturday, I worked for the charity, World Vision, to raise funds for poor 

children in China. At 10:30 in the morning, I was selling raffle tickets near Mong 

Kok MTR station. It was very crowded there. Suddenly, a beggar came close to 

me. He gave me a $20 banknote and said he wanted to buy a raffle ticket, but I did 

not want him to buy it. I think he should save the money for himself instead. 

 In the afternoon, I joined a sponsored walk. The route was from Mong Kok to 

Tsim Sha Tsui. My best friend, Vivian, walked with me. On the way, we saw 

Charlene Choi walking beside us. We were very surprised. Eventually, we raised 

$1000 for the charity.  

 At night, I worked as a helper in a charity sale and helped sell a lot of items 

such as toys, stationery, books and snacks. The charity sale was held in Victoria 

Park in Causeway Bay. Many people came to buy their favourite things from us. 

After the charity sale, I felt very delighted because it was such a good experience 

to me.  

Lam Lok Yung   3E 

A Diary Entry about Doing Voluntary Work 
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Chinese New Year’s Resolutions 

 Time is running out! I’ve wasted a year's time; I didn't learn much, but just played 

computer games. So my Chinese New Year's resolutions are: I will do and concentrate 

on more meaningful things. I believe going to the library and reading English books 

can improve my reading skills. I hope I can watch English films and television 

programmes without reading the subtitles. Just hope it can make my English 

progress. 

 I want to make some new friends too! So I will join some after-school activities 

such as playing basketball or swimming. My Chinese New Year's resolutions also 

include improving my communication skills and being healthy. Joining Basketball 

Team or Swimming Club can help me achieve my goals. 

 In the long run, I also want to buy a new toy which costs two hundred and 

ninety-six dollars. Thus, I decide to be more polite and bless others more for getting 

more and more red packets! 

Man Wing Ki   3A 
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 There is a cultural distance between the Western and our traditions. 

 In terms of dining, people who live in the West always use forks, knives and 

spoons and they seldom use chopsticks or even do not know how to use chopsticks. 

They always eat steaks, spaghetti, salads and fast food like hamburgers and pizzas. 

 The westerners prefer to have their own meal and not to share with others. They 

prefer eating in a more tranquil environment than we do, the Eastern people. What’s 

more, Western diet is based on nutrition, so in Western diet, nutrition is the most 

important guideline and their principle. 

 On the other hand, as Chinese, we can eat rice or noodles alone or with dishes like 

steamed fish, stir-fried vegetables and Chinese soup is the last course. Then, for more 

convenience, we use chopsticks and bowls to eat and seldom or never use forks and 

knives. 

 Traditionally, we seldom eat raw and cold food like salad. Every dish on the 

dining table must be hot and rich. Moreover, we prefer eating with our family and 

friends. We enjoy sitting together, chatting and having meals at the same time. 

 To conclude, there is a cultural difference between the Western and our traditions. 

However, global development has diminished such cultural gaps. 

Traditional v.s. Western Culture 

Kwok Yi Ki   5B 



 My favourite hobby is dancing. I tried dancing when I was in kindergarten. I 

like dancing because I feel relaxed and free when I dance. I can also express my 

feelings through dancing. 

 And now I’m still attending a dancing class once a week in a youth centre in 

Stanley. I learn different kinds of dance such as jazz, hip hop and folk dance. I like 

hip hop most because it is very energetic and exciting.  

 I would like to recommend dancing to my friends because it makes people feel 

happy and relaxed. Also, I hope I can become a professional dancer when I grow 

up.  

Wong Sheron   3E 

My Favourite Hobby 

 My favourite hobby is playing handball. We play in a team of seven, with 

one goalkeeper and six players. It is an outdoor hobby. This is a kind of sport. 

Handball is a popular hobby in the whole world. 

 I have started this hobby since Form One. I am enthusiastic and pleasant 

about it. My handball teacher teaches me. He is my P.E. teacher as well as my 

instructor. I go to competitions with other schools. I play it every week. I usually 

play it with my friend, Meliza. 

 I like this hobby very much because it is good for my health and I can make 

many new friends. This hobby matches with my personalities because I am so 

active. If you hope to do it better, you can practise more. I can learn team spirit 

from my hobby. I feel that it is very healthy. I would recommend my friend Winky 

to play this game. I am sure she will enjoy it. 

       

       

Chen Yu   3C 
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School Life 



Lam Yat Nga   1C 

 Anson is my new classmate. His full name is Anson Yeung but he likes calling 

himself ‘Handsome Boy’. We study in class 1C in Pui Ying Secondary School 

located on Hong Kong Island.  

 Handsome Boy is a naughty boy of fair complexion with jet black hair. He has 

small eyes with a sharp nose and a pretty big mouth. He stands shorter than me 

with 1.48m in height. His weight is 55kg that is a little more than mine but he is as 

healthy as I am. Anson enjoys eating very much, especially ice cream and 

hamburgers. His favourite pop star is Lou Zhi Yong.  

 I am the English subject leader and Anson is my helper. He always helps me 

collect homework. I think he is very helpful.  

 Anson is very active. He is a member of Athletic Team. Running seems to be 

his chief hobby. He is hard-working that he has training in running with his 

teammates every day. He has got a gold medal in a running race. I am pleased 

with him. He also likes playing basketball. You can often find him in the 

basketball court. 

My New Classmate 
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 In the past two weeks, Sandy, Dicky and I worked together on our group 

project – creating a travel guide to Hong Kong. We introduced three places, 

including Aberdeen, Wong Tai Sin and Cheung Chau. 

 The project not only allows us to learn more about the history of Hong Kong, 

but also reviews the most popular things visitors can do and see, for example 

going to special places and trying local food. 

 When we three were conducting the project, finding information on the 

Internet, taking photos at the iconic places and designing the layout of the tour 

guide were always our top concerns.  

 At first, I was unhappy that I could not do the project with my close friends. I 

kept asking myself how to work together cooperatively. Besides, I found it 

difficult to design the project as I am not good at drawing and painting.  

 Now, we have finished the project finally. I have learnt that team spirit is 

important and we can learn English not only in textbooks but also in doing 

projects.  

 I think this project is just a start. In the future, I will work harder to improve 

my English and do my best.  

Reflection on the Group Project 

Yim Sai Kin   1C 
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Introduction 

 A survey has been recently done to find out about the lifestyles of students in 

our school. Nine students from Secondary 6A were interviewed. This report 

presents the findings, conclusion and recommendations that have come from the 

survey. 

Findings 

 First, students were asked how often they had junk food. About half of the 

students said that they had junk food twice a week. And 33% of the students said 

that they had junk food every day. 22% of the students said that they never had 

junk food. 

 Then, students were asked how often they ate green vegetables. More than 

half of the students said that they ate green vegetables every day. About 20% of 

the students said that they ate green vegetables five times every week.  

 Also, students were asked how often they did exercise. Half of the students 

said that they did exercise once or twice every week. Almost 30% of the students 

said that they did exercise every day. 

 Finally, students were asked if they ate breakfast every day. All of the students 

said that they ate breakfast every day. 

Conclusion 

 According to the findings, most of the students have a healthy lifestyle 

because they do exercise regularly and eat vegetables and breakfast every day. It is 

suggested that they should keep up with their healthy lifestyles. It is also 

suggested that the school should set up more sports clubs and organize more 

outdoor activities for students so that they can keep doing exercise. 

A Report on Our Students’ Lifestyles 

Yuan Xinyi   3A 
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 Last week, we had a Christmas party in the classroom. We brought many gifts 

for teachers and our friends, for example, chocolate, key-rings, toys etc. We 

invited teachers to celebrate and wished them have a merry Christmas. We had a 

special gift for teachers. In the classroom, we put a lot of food on the table, such as 

chicken wings, potato chips, beef balls, fish balls, spaghetti, turkey etc. The food 

looked delicious. In addition, there were many types of drinks such as lemon tea 

and apple juice. My favourite food were salad and chicken wings because they 

were fresh and delicious. 

 After eating, we sang some songs. We were all happy. I felt great because we 

could put aside our schoolwork to celebrate this joyful season. Then, we 

exchanged presents. 

 When I unwrapped the gifts, I found a can of beer inside. It was so cute! On 

the card, it was written “I wish you a Merry Christmas”. 3B classmates sent a 

really big present to the form teacher. That was a big cake. We all stood around 

the cake and sang some Christmas carols. 

 We had a great time this Christmas! 

Yao Ying Xian   3B 

Christmas Party 
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Hi Alex, 

 How have you been? I am glad to read your letter and I would like to give you 

some suggestions for solving your problem! In fact, I was in the same situation as 

yours last year. I felt lonely and bored. At that moment, I saw an advertisement of 

basketball classes at a Youth Club and I’ve changed a lot after joining the club. 

Therefore, I want you to join together!  

 Firstly, you have abundant opportunities to explore what you like to do in the 

Youth Club. For instance, there are activities about dancing, singing, playing 

online games, basketball and table tennis, etc. I know that you like playing 

basketball. If you join the Youth Club, I can play basketball with you. That’s great! 

You will not feel lonely and bored anymore. 

 Secondly, you can make friends in the Youth Club. There are many members 

in the Youth Club. They are all teens. Hence, you can talk and play with them 

easily. When you share your feelings with friends, you are not alone, right? You 

can certainly meet a lot of new faces in the club. 

 Thirdly, you can join some competitions held by the Youth Club with other 

club members, such as singing contests, dancing competitions, football matches, 

etc. The contestants of the competitions are really strong. You need to be well-

prepared before the competitions. Therefore, you will not feel lonely and bored as 

you will then be busy preparing for the competitions. 

 Come and join us, Alex! Let’s enjoy the fun activities and games together. See 

you! 

Your best friend 

John 

Activities in the Youth Club 

Wong Tsun Ming   4A 
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Hi Alex, 

 How have you been? You always said you often feel lonely and bored. Now I 

have joined the Youth Club for almost a year so I suggest you come and join us. 

 I felt the same way last year and I started to feel lonely. Then I saw an 

advertisement for hip-hop dance classes at a youth club. Also, an active member 

told me that the Youth Club has many nice members. If you join the club, you will 

change a lot. 

 There are many facilities and activities in the Youth Club, such as swimming, 

singing, jamming session, online games, table tennis, basketball, etc. You can also 

join some outdoor X-games such as wakeboarding, skateboarding or windsurfing. 

If you do not know how to play, don’t worry. There are some tutors who teach 

you how to use the facilities. 

 After I have joined the Youth Club, I really changed a lot. I become more 

outgoing, talkative and optimistic. Also, I have made many friends. 

 So if you want to have a shiny life, you can join us. It can improve your 

relationship with friends. Otherwise, you will only feel lonely and bored.  

 If you want to join the Youth club, just send your application form to 

apply@youthclub.org.hk. After becoming a member, you can use their facilities. 

 Come and join us, don’t be late! 

Your friend 

John 

Ngai Yat Cheong   4B 

Activities in the Youth Club 
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Dear Disappointed Friend, 

 It’s not a good feeling when I read your letter. I hope my advice can help you. 

 As I understand, you face problems about your homework and friendship. If I 

were you, I would finish my homework first because homework is important for 

your studies. Then you should talk to your friends about the activities. What’s 

more, you should play sport games with your classmates after school. Besides, 

you should meet your friends at weekends. 

 You said your other problems are your pimples and weight. It is not as 

difficult as you think. Having pimples on your face is common. Don’t worry about 

this. As for your weight, the best thing to do is go running. If you do not give up, I 

think you can lose weight soon. In addition, you can eat more fruits and 

vegetables because they are healthy for you.  

 Don’t worry! With determination to make changes, you will come out in a 

much better position. 

Dr. Answers      

     

Luo Jiaqi   4D 

A Letter of Advice 
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Are Public Examinations Necessary? 

Cheung Hoi Nga, Fong Chi Keung & Qin JingHui    6A 

 Many critics of the educational system in Hong Kong say it relies too much on 

public examinations. Indeed such an exam-oriented system has been prevalent for 

over a century. In the past, there were two high-stake public examinations, namely 

HKCEE and HKAL. Now, both examinations have been abolished and replaced 

with one single exam, HKDSE. Are public examinations necessary?    

 Some people agree to use public examinations, which are no more than a 

mechanism that can help distinguish those strong candidates from the weaker 

ones. Similarly when they join the workforce, they will be screened according to 

the same principle.   

 Someone may argue why not letting students have internal assessments in 

their own schools. In fact, different schools may set different questions for their 

students. Here lies the problem of fairness. Without a public examination, it is 

hard to judge students’ performance fairly and transparently. This in turn will 

pose a challenge for the universities and other tertiary institutions which use the 

public examinations as the yardstick to assess each candidate. After all, the 

question of inadequate university places has undoubtedly given rise to keen 

competition among students and clearly laid down one everlasting rule – survival 

for the fittest. Granted, marks or grades are perceived as the only key to success.  

 On the downside, public examinations can partly reveal one’s ability without 

providing in-depth details about his/her development. The importance of public 

examinations has been deep-rooted not only in students, but also in parents. It is 

no doubt that students focus on their studies all the time, which leaves too little 

time to develop other skills such as communication skills and creativity, or even 

sports talents.  
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 Equally frustrating is that public examinations put students under huge 

pressure and anxiety. Sometimes nerve-racking students want to do their best to 

live up to their parents’ expectations. If the pressure keeps mounting, they may 

choose the wrong way out – committing suicide. It also conveys a distorted 

message that learning is for scores rather than for knowledge.  True! There is only 

one public examination every year. In other words, only 10% of the students with 

remarkable results can sail through and secure a seat at university. However, 

those who perform rather fairly have to look for other paths. Not surprisingly, 

their ability is not a far cry from their peers. They are just out of luck. In this way, 

can one-off public examinations accurately reflect one’s academic ability?  

 Another disadvantage is that it is too costly to develop a system for holding 

public examinations. Every year, candidates have to pay over $1,000 for their 

examination fees, which mainly cover the administrative costs and payments for 

markers and HKEAA staff. What is more, to prevent the losses of examination 

papers, an on-screen marking system has been developed and upgraded from 

time to time. Obviously, the maintenance fees take up a slice from the candidates’ 

fees. So the more logistics of handling these examinations are involved, the higher 

the costs will be.   

 In our opinions, public examinations are like a double-edged sword. If we take 

them positively without exerting too much pressure on ourselves, they motivate 

rather demotivate us. Also, we strongly believe that without public examinations, 

how many of us will strive for excellence in order to get into university? As long 

as we learn to lead a more balanced life, there is nothing that can replace public 

examinations.  
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Dear Principal,  

 On behalf of the Student Union, I am writing to express our concern on the 

new school policy regarding banning all brand name products of school bags, 

watches or sweaters to school.  

 To obtain a clear picture of students’ opinions about this new policy, I have 

recently conducted a survey. Altogether 200 schoolmates were asked to complete 

a questionnaire and the results are as follows: over 82% of them think the policy is 

too harsh and more than 74% of them do not welcome it. What is more, nearly 

90% reveal that they will have negative attitudes towards the school, claiming that 

it does not put their feelings into consideration. In this regard, it obviously shows 

that the majority of the schoolmates do not want the policy to be implemented.  

 Similarly, I personally think it is unwise to carry out this policy. Foremost, 

brand name products are extremely common among teenagers. Names like ICE 

Watch, Outdoor bags, K-Zone bags etc. can be easily found in each class. If the policy 

is implemented, most students will need to replace most of their belongings, 

which will cost them a lot. Also, it is environmentally unfriendly to do so as the 

replaced accessories may become rubbish! Our school was awarded as “The Most 

Environment Awareness School” last year and I am worried that this reputation 

will be in tatters due to this policy. 

 Lowering students’ self-esteem is one of the detrimental factors that we need 

to consider. Helping students build their confidence is an essential task of the 

school. The fact is that teenagers nowadays often boost their self-esteem by getting 

along with their friends and talking about celebrities and brand name products. If 

the policy is launched, it is completely a “no” to young people. Their self-esteem 

will be in danger.  

Banning Brand Name Products to School 

Cheung Yue Hei   6D 
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 Apart from the popularity of brand name products and the psychological 

problem teenagers may face, brand name products are much more durable than 

other similar ones in the market. Take school bags as an example. A schoolbag 

named Outdoor costs around $200 - $300 and another one that without any brand 

name costs $70 - $80. I believe that most people would choose the Outdoor one, not 

because of its cost, but because of the reputation of the name Outdoor. We, as 

customers, would never want to buy products that will be broken easily. We 

would always buy products which are more reputable, believing that they are 

more durable and well-liked. 

 In fact, something could be done to better improve the policy. First of all, the 

school may provide platforms for teachers and students to express their views on 

the policy. Through receiving the comments from them, the school may take them 

as references to make appropriate changes. In this way, it helps the school to gain 

support from teachers and students.  

 Giving allowance is, too, a possible solution. There are many schoolmates’ 

families facing financial difficulties. They may not able to replace the brand name 

products into those non-brand-named ones. Giving them allowances would 

definitely ease their pressure.  

 The school may also help our schoolmates place group orders. A lot of 

companies provide group order services. Under group order services, schoolmates 

can buy products at a lower price. Also, the products they used will be uniformed. 

Most importantly, students will not bring and use any brand name products at 

school.  

 Whether the school should carry out the policy is still debatable. Yet, I hope 

you could put all my recommendations into account if you still determined to 

carry out the policy. Thank you for reserving time to read the letter.  

Yours sincerely,  

Chris Wong  

Chairperson of the Student Union  
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Dear Betty, 

 Hi there! I miss you loads as I haven’t seen you for ages! I’m doing well in 

Hong Kong and I’m happy to hear that you’re coming to Hong Kong in December. 

Your friends recommended you two shopping malls, which are Harbour City and 

Lei Kwan Shopping Arcade. Since you don’t have time to visit both, I can help you 

make a choice. 

 First, Harbour City has a wider variety of clothes and accessories than Lei 

Kwan Shopping Arcade. I am sure your mum will be thrilled to see loads of 

accessories like handbags, scarves, bracelets and necklaces. Also, there are 

countless brands such as Gucci, Prada, Fendi and Burberry. 

 Second, your dad will be crazy about Harbour City as he can find his favourite 

electrical appliance shops there. Broadway offers him lots of choices when it comes 

to electrical appliances like mobile phones and laptop computers. Don’t worry! 

The price is reasonable. 

 You feel like buying a few reference books for your Science project, right? 

Harbour City is definitely your choice because it has a few bookstores. You can 

find books on various subjects ranging from Biology to Physics. 

 If you want me to be your guide and explore the beautiful city together, no 

problem! I will be there and make your trip a memorable one. It’s about time to go 

now. I look forward to seeing you and your family! 

Bye for now, 

Amy 

Chan Po Ka   2A 

A Letter to Betty 
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Dear Betty, 

 I’m doing well in Hong Kong. I’m excited to hear that you’re coming to Hong 

Kong in December. In your letter, you mentioned two shopping malls. They are 

Harbour City and Lei Kwan Shopping Arcade. I know you are confused about 

which one to visit. Don’t worry! I can give you some ideas. I think the former is 

the right choice for you. 

 To begin with, Harbour City is well-known for its variety of shops. You can 

find all sorts of designer labels there. Examples are Versace, Yves Saint Lauran and 

Givenchy. The entire shopping mall consists of several mansions which are in a 

row by the sea. The view is gorgeous. In contrast, Lei Kwan Shopping Arcade is 

situated in a small district, so the choice of shops is quite limited.  

 Second, Harbour City has more electrical appliance shops than Lei Kwan 

Shopping Arcade such as Fortress and Broadway. I’m sure your dad will like the 

mall. Although the products are relatively costly, they are of premium quality. 

 As for you, a book lover, Harbour City is certainly a better choice. Bookstores 

there can gratify your needs. Page One is one of the bookstores that has a wide 

variety of books. I am sure you can find lots of reference books there. 

 Apart from Harbour City, there’s a great deal of good places in Tsim Sha Tsui. 

You can consider visiting History Museum, where you can find out more about 

Hong Kong history and traditional customs that will amaze you. It is surely more 

than a shopping paradise. 

 Lastly, I hope you’ll enjoy your visit to Hong Kong. I look forward to seeing 

you and your family. 

Love, 

Amy 

Lee Pui Yu   2A 

A Letter to Betty 
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Dear Betty, 

 Hello! How are you? I’m very glad to receive your letter. However, I’m busy 

doing my revision on the Uniform Test these two weeks so it’s a bit late for me to 

write you a reply.  

 I know that you will come to Hong Kong in December. Therefore I would like 

to give you some advice on where to go. My first suggestion is Harbour City in 

Tsim Sha Tsui. It is easily accessible. If you want to go there, you can simply take 

the MTR. There are lots of boutiques, shoe shops and electrical appliance shops. I 

would suggest your mum and dad doing some shopping there. I am sure they can 

buy some nice clothings and electrical devices over there. I remember that you like 

reading books so you should visit Page One as well. There is a wide variety of 

books to choose from.  

 Another suggestion for you is Lei Kwan Shopping Arcade. It is located in 

Aberdeen which is near my home. If you want to get there, you can go by bus. The 

goods there are relatively cheaper than those in Harbour City.  

 Still, I think Harbour City is better than Lei Kwan Shopping Arcade. Most of 

the shops in Harbour City will be on sale in December and you must get a good 

bargain at that time.  

 I’m looking forward to your reply. I can’t wait to see you in December. I hope 

you will have a nice trip in Hong Kong. 

Love, 

Amy 

A letter to Betty 

Yu Ka Yee   2B 
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Dear Yuki, 

 I have just read a letter from your friend. She is worried about you. 

 There are some bad points in smoking. First, if you smoke, you may develop 

lung cancer, heart attack, coughing and other sicknesses. Cigarettes contain 

nicotine and toxic substances. You will be addicted to smoking, which will affect 

your health seriously. 

 Second, smoking may affect your family and friends. If you smoke, your teeth 

will get yellow and smelly. Your friends will stay away from you. Furthermore, 

second-hand smoking will affect your friends’ health. 

 Third, if you buy a lot of cigarettes  ̧ you may waste a lot of money. Your 

pocket money will not be enough and your image will be very bad. 

 Finally, let me give you some suggestions. When you want to smoke, you can 

chew some gum. In your free time, you can do some exercises, such as jogging. 

You can also make more good friends or go to church. I hope that you can lead a 

healthy life. 

Regards, 

Lee Chi Kwan 

School Newspaper Committee 

Lee Chi Kwan   3C 

Smoking 
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Dear Raymond,   

 I’ve been so excited about our trip to Australia this summer!  You know what?  

I’ve checked with the travel agent and he sent me some information about holiday 

packages to Sydney and Melbourne. I’ve made my choice! 

 The Melbourne package is a seven-day trip which costs HK$5950 and it is 

within our budget. I just love the itinerary!  There’ll be bush walking and farm 

stay which just fit our personalities completely. All the activities are close to 

nature and we can have absolute relaxation!  The farm stay includes fruit picking, 

sheep shearing demonstration, a visit to the cheese factory, and horse riding. We 

can choose one of the activities. But I’ll choose all of them except sheep shearing 

demonstration as it is quite cruel to me. What do you think? 

 Besides, a shopping day is also included in the itinerary. This just perfectly 

solves our problem of buying souvenirs for friends and relatives. Compared with 

the Sydney package, I would rather go shopping than having free time the whole 

morning doing nothing as I really want the trip to be more fruitful. 

 For the hotel accommodation, the Melbourne package will include a four-star 

hotel stay yet the Sydney package will provide accommodation at a five-star hotel. 

I’m not sure which one you like more but I’ll rather spend my time happily with a 

less comfortable bed than a boring day with a more comfortable hotel room. 

 Well, I hope you’ll like the Melbourne package more as the itinerary is really 

attractive!  Looking forward to your decision! 

Love, 

Tracy 

Hung Ling Shan   4A 

Sydney or Melbourne? 
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 In everyone’s childhood, there must be at least one toy they have been 

obsessed with and fond of, cuddling it close day and night. They may be Batman 

figurines, Star Wars robots and plastic Barbie dolls. Indeed every toy represents a 

child’s affection and personality. Being like a Barbie doll is the dream that every 

little princess has been longing for while Marvel heroic figures’ superpower is 

something that every little boy wants to possess. For years, toys have given us joy 

and imagination. 

 But when we grow up, our favourite toys will be abandoned, put aside or 

even sent to others. These toys are no longer our playmates. If we are found 

playing with them, we will be considered to be immature and childish. Worse still, 

thanks to the technological advancement, the popularity of game consoles has 

been increasing. A lot of traditional toys have been replaced with virtual ones, 

except LEGO, which stands the test of time and continues to come up with tactics 

to beat other rivals.  

 In the past 55 years, LEGO has been one of the most popular and well-known 

toy brands around the globe. LEGO means “play well” in Danish. It grants every 

toy lover with magical power that enables them to spark their imagination, 

develop their skills and tap their creativity. Decades by decades, LEGO has 

produced a wide range of products, usually around a theme. This makes the 

popularity live on. LEGO City, Castles and Pirates, these themes are children’s 

favourites. Unlike other toys, the concept of LEGO toys is designed and produced 

systematically. Take LEGO City as an example. In its earlier version, there were 

just a police station and a fire station. However, a city couldn’t exist without other 

components. That’s why designers concentrated on developing such a concept 

with more specific elements such as police officers, firemen, train conductors, 

deliverymen, rescue teams and even astronauts.  

A Favourite Toy Brand of All Times – LEGO 

Tam Ka Loong   6A 
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 To our surprise, LEGO’s every product has a story to tell. Unlike most plastic 

models or dolls, they are targeted at children or teens in a particular season. And 

that’s all. But LEGO has a more detailed plan with a well-adjusted concept in 

mind. In 2007, the concept of a LEGO castle was released. Only at that time, I 

found the story of building a castle important. In the castle, enemies attack the 

King’s castle by damaging the walls while the King’s soldiers set up traps to keep 

the enemies out. Without such a story in mind, you never know why the castle is 

built in this way. Amazing, right?  

 LEGO is by no means old-fashioned. After all LEGO not only aims at 

attracting more young buyers, but also nurturing their creativity. Recently, LEGO 

has published a book called “LEGO Ideas”, which teaches LEGO fans to build 

their dreams. This impressive book has changed me a lot. Now I realize that the 

imagination to make something out of LEGO blocks is far more valuable. You 

don’t need instructions, but just a few regular bricks, which are already enough to 

build a world-class LEGO house, a middle-aged castle, or even an alien spaceship. 

For example, a 1X1 slope can build a roof of a mini-size house while a 2X2 radius 

radar can act as a wheel if you place it at the turntable bottom of a train. Whether 

your masterpieces can be produced all depends on how you use your brain 

wisely, logically and creatively. 

 There is so much more for LEGO lovers to discover. If you wish to learn the 

magic of LEGO toys, spare some time on them. Incredibly, you can build your 

future at your fingertips.  

 Imagination is magic. 
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 Do you use any hi-tech devices when you are working? Some people say today's 

office workers are less hardworking than those 100 years ago as they use modern 

technology. Do you think so?   

 Inevitably, technology has completely changed our lives. Office workers are no 

exception. Technological gadgets have helped create a more convenient, efficient and 

enjoyable working environment for them. Despite this, in this digital age, are workers 

lazier than before? 

  No, they aren’t.  

 Computers are one of the must-have machines these days. They, systematically and 

effectively, help us with file management, exchanges of information and document 

compiling. With internet access, they provide a platform for us to get connected with the 

world. By clicking a few buttons, workers can search for information, send emails to and 

receive them from multiple sources in a matter of minutes. Granted, it saves a lot of time 

and increases efficiency significantly.   

 Modern technology allows us to be multi-tasking. Office clerks can handle loads of 

assignments simultaneously. They do not need to wait for the completion of a project 

before starting another one. 100 years ago, people finished their projects one by one. 

Without computers, printers or even electrical type-writers, they were always busy typing, 

editing and sometimes, retyping. True! They were deeply involved in their tasks, but it 

does not mean that they were truly hardworking.  

 Thanks to all the advanced technology, the world has changed; our quality of life has 

improved; and our job performance has been enhanced. Technological advancement and 

software developments, such as 3G technology and various apps like Whatsapp, have 

resolved the communication barriers. Texting and online conferencing not only shorten 

the distances among people, but also facilitate the work flow. Some may argue that 

today’s workers are too obsessed with the digital gadgets, such as texting, tweeting, 

emailing, and updating social networks on their smartphones. Such obsession and 

distraction are branded as “lazy” and “wasting time”. In fact, the problem lies in the users, 

but not the devices themselves. Being hardworking is not necessarily synonymous with 

merely working with your bare hands and denying any reliance on equipment or tools. 

Rather it means that you put your heart and soul into what you are doing and finish it 

with high efficiency.  

 In a nutshell, modern technology is just like any simple tool such as pencils. If 

computers encourage workers to play games, so can pencils, which also distract workers 

from their work. Indeed being hardworking has nothing to do with the tool itself, but the 

users themselves. It‘s ridiculous to say that today’s office workers are less hardworking 

than those 100 years ago. After all, being hardworking or not is a matter of attitude. 

Technology Won't Make Office Workers  
Less Hardworking 

Ho Ka Lun   6A 
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Short Stories 



 Once upon a time, there was an ugly girl called Olive. She knew that she looked 

bad so she made efforts into improving her appearance. 

 One day Olive went to school as usual. Suddenly a little angel appeared in front 

of her and said “Do you want to be more beautiful?” The girl replied at once, “Yes, I 

do.” “If you want to be prettier, simply buy a carton of orange juice from the old 

owner of the grocery shop and drink it.” 

 As Olive was so eager to improve her appearance, she did what the angel told her 

to do. After drinking the orange juice, she had a stomachache. But a few minutes later, 

her face and body underwent a dramatic change. She became very beautiful and even 

looked like a princess! Olive was so happy that she forgot the angel completely.  

 Because of her attractive appearance, Olive gained a lot of compliments from her 

friends. However, she became unfriendly, arrogant and self-centered. She always lost 

temper, told lies and even shouted at her friends. It seemed that she had changed into 

another person. As a result, no one loved her. Everyone stayed away from her. 

 Without friends, Olive was outraged. She did not realize that it was her problems. 

Instead she thought, “They don’t like me because they are jealous of me! I don’t mind 

if they do not talk to me!” Suddenly, the angel appeared again and said, “Olive, 

nobody loves you because of your arrogance. Although you are beautiful, you don’t 

have a kind heart anymore. No one loves a girl who isn’t kind, right?” At that time, 

Olive sobbed. She was really regretful for what she had done. Then she made up her 

mind that she should treat her friends well again. 

 The next day, she approached her friends and tried to talk to them politely. To her 

disappointment, her friends ignored her. However, Olive did not give up. She tried to 

treat them friendly and wholeheartedly. Having noticed Olive’s changes, her friends 

started to forgive her and treated her well. She was delighted. 

 A month later, Olive bought a carton of orange juice from the old owner. After 

she drank it, she immediately became ugly again. When she looked into the mirror, 

she was shocked. However, after a short while, she felt peaceful unexpectedly. It was 

because she realized that inner beauty was more important than appearance. Since 

then, she continued to work hard, treated her friends well and lived happily.  

What’s More Important than Inner Beauty? 

Yuen Pui Yee   1B 
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 If Thomas Edison became your neighbour, what would you do? 

 Thomas Edison was a great person. He was a handicapped man but he did not 

give up his dream of being a scientist. It proved that he was a smart man with 

perseverance. So if he became my neigbour, I would admire him, worship him 

and consult him. 

 One day, he moved to become my neighbor. I felt that I was honoured when 

he became my neighbor. I felt that my dream came true. After a while, he 

demonstrated me how to use his electrical devices. I said, “This is magic!” 

 I wish that he could have done more experiments to help needy people and 

the world. 

Thomas Edison 

Law Wai Fu   3C 
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Sadness 

Tsang Tsz Yiu   3B 

Smile is gone 

Alone makes me feel so bad 

Different is me 

Nobody likes me 

Everything is bad 

Stay in this way of life 

So sad  



 Have you ever met an alien? Well, I did. Yesterday morning on the way to 

school, there I was sitting on the bus and she sat just next to me. Her strange 

appearance attracted me but nobody looked at her. Was I the only one who saw 

her? When I was thinking of this question, my wallet fell on the floor. Then, it rose 

up gradually. I could not believe my eyes. When I was gaping with this 

mysterious thing, she said “Don’t be scared! I come from the Galaxy Planet. I got 

lost when I was travelling to the Earth. Can you help me?” “Sure! But I have to go 

to school first. What should I do?” I said. “I can change my body into a smaller 

size and hide in your school bag.” She said proudly. “What a great idea! Let’s go!” 

I replied happily.  

 During the English lesson, I was still thinking about this impossible thing. 

“An alien hiding in my school bag? No! It must be fake.” I talked to myself. “No, it 

is real. I am hiding in your school bag. Don’t be scared. Promise me.” A voice told 

me suddenly. She knew what I was thinking. She was incredible! 

 After school, she came out from my school bag and walked near me but no 

one could see her. “Your school life is quite boring. Compared with mine, it has a 

really big difference.” She said proudly again. She was quite talkative. We kept 

chatting on our way home. 

 “What should I do to help you?” I asked. “I need a piece of metal and some 

food.” She said. Meanwhile, I gave these supplies to her. “I need to use your 

bedroom. Can you wait for a few minutes outside?” she said. “Do I have a chance 

to meet you again?” I asked sadly. “Maybe. Goodbye, my friend.” She said 

unhappily as well. “I will not forget this precious friendship. I will cherish it. 

Goodbye, my dear.” I said. She smiled and closed the door. “Wait… wait… what’s 

your name? You haven’t told me.” I said. When I opened the door, she had 

vanished already. I looked at the sky and said “Wish you have a good life. Thank 

you for giving me an amazing memory.” 

 Do you want to have a similar experience with an alien just like me? 

An Unforgettable Experience  

Wong Chi Lui   4B 
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Dear Chris, 

 How are you doing? I had a bad dream last Thursday night! I dreamt that my 

father was buried in a landside while he was driving home! I woke up shaken 

because I knew Dad would be taking the road I dreamt about that evening. 

 I ran to tell Mum that Dad was in danger. I was crying at the moment cause it 

really made me feel afraid. I couldn’t stop crying. 

 After telling Mum about it, Mum called the emergency service telephone 

operator and they said that they would keep on following it up. Both Mum and I 

were really worried. 

 While we were waiting for the phone call and news, we switched on the TV 

and watched the news. It reported that Ocean Road was stuck with many cars and 

people. Some of the passengers got hurt. We couldn’t contact Dad whom might 

not have heard our call. Mum started to cry with all tears on her face. She said, “I 

miss your Dad…”. The same thing appeared in my heart. 

 Suddenly, the doorbell rang. We quickly opened the door… “Dad!” we 

shouted. We hug him and welcomed him home safely. It’s really too good to be 

true. 

 Thank you for reading this letter, Chris. 

 I hope you’re well. 

Love,  

Kiki   

Chan Chung Ki   4D 

39 

Landslide 



 Three years ago, I went on a picnic in Ma On Shan with my class and class 

teacher. We played hide-and-seek among the bushes. I hid behind the river. 

Suddenly, I saw a big egg near me. 

 “Jacky, come on. I discovered a big egg here!” I shouted. 

 “Wow! The egg is so huge! Can we bring it home?” Jacky asked. 

 I brought the egg home without a second thought. When I arrived home, I 

carefully examined it in my room and touched it gently. All at once, the egg 

cracked and a cute baby crocodile hatched from the egg! It was lovely and I was so 

curious to know more about it that I looked up information about crocodile in 

several reference books. I fed it and played with it every day. It liked swimming, 

sleeping and following me. I gave it a comfortable bed. It was really cute. 

 To my great surprise, it grew very fast. One day, I discovered it could not live 

in my flat anymore. My mother kept reminding me, “Now the crocodile is not a 

baby anymore. It has already become too big. Its teeth are so sharp, and it is 

extremely dangerous to keep it. Shall we take it to the Animal Lovers’ Club?” 

 Finally, I took my baby crocodile to the club at my mum’s suggestion. Before 

our last trip, I told my baby crocodile, “The Animal Lovers’ Club is a zoo. The staff 

there are all professionals, and they will take good care of you. Also, many tourists 

will visit you, and you will become a superstar soon. It will be a great place for 

you. Goodbye, my baby crocodile!”  

 Every weekend I visit my baby crocodile. Although I always miss it, The 

Animal Lovers’ Club is a better home for it, and it can live a happier and healthier 

life there.  

My Baby Crocodile 

Leung Wing Ki   4F 
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 What a brand new day and it was a lovely weekend which was perfectly for 

people to shop, gather with friends or have a picnic in the countryside. Sounds 

good, right? But I, definitely would do something special. 

 I took a peek into the jewellery shop and whispered “Let’s do it, boys!” We 

put on the masks and entered the shop. I picked up a gun and pointed to one of 

the salesmen and yelled, “Sit tight and don’t move! Otherwise, you will be dead!”  

 All staff and customers looked completely shocked and frightened. They did 

exactly as what I said. My partners began to grab the shining jewellery and took 

the green cash from the teller machine. One of my partners, Sam, spotted a 

salesperson who wanted to press the alarm button. He shouted quickly, “Uh-uh! If 

I were you, I would get my hands off from that stupid button right now!” 

Afterwards, the startled salesperson’s trembling hands got off and stayed still. 

 When we finished our robbery, we were ready to leave. We rushed out the 

shop and ran towards our car to take off. However, Sam yelled suddenly. “What’s 

wrong with you? Get the car started!” I shouted. “I’m looking for the car key. Do 

you have it?” 

 We all put our bags of jewellery and money on the ground; and looked into 

our pockets to find the key.  

 “I know where it is! I guess I’ve left it in the shop!” Sam said proudly but I 

punched his face instead and yelled in anger, “Go back and get it, you idiot!” 

 When Sam was about to leave, he grinned like a devil face – he just figured out 

that he did not pull out the car key from the car. We were all surprised and got 

back into the car immediately. 

 “Gentlemen, I know this is tough but we had made it through already,” I said 

happily. When I wanted to see what we had gained today, the worst thing 

happened… 

 “Sam! We forgot to bring back our jewellery into the car!”  

A Perfect Robber Team 

Ho Kam Yan   5A 
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 I lived in a poor village. Yesterday was my birthday, and I had the most 

affluent dinner I have ever had. I also made a wish of becoming a rich man. 

 After dinner, I went back to my room and lay on my bed. Then, I 

unexpectedly found a coat with a hood. It was shiny black and the cutting was 

beautiful. I couldn’t wait to look for its owner and I tried it on in front of a mirror. 

I was attracted by the coat. I was so curious that it was a magic coat. 

 Looking into the mirror, I saw a dull poor girl. I thought, “If I were Li Ka 

Shing, my life would be much easier.” Suddenly, something strange happened. I 

saw a man in the mirror with a lot of wrinkles on his face and hands. Indeed, it 

was ME. I was wearing a suit with a pair of golden glasses. I had become a 

businessman, Li Ka Shing. I thought I should do something before turning back to 

a poor girl. 

 After my deep thinking, I went to Li’s house and enjoy ‘my’ delicious meal 

and ‘my’ soft comfortable bed. Later I went to ‘my’ office and started to work. Just 

a while, I stumbled upon a checkbook at the corner of the table. I picked it up and 

speculated if I donated Li’s half property to my village. Then, our village would 

become rich. While writing the amount of money on the cheque, I felt ashamed 

due to such thief-like stealth. I put down the pen and ran back to my tiny little 

home. 

 After running back to home, I immediately took off the coat and surprisingly 

the coat turned into flames. It became a handful of dust. I felt relieved finally. 

A Mysterious Coat 

Kwok Yi Ki   5B 
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 Yesterday was my birthday and I got a magic coat. I put it on and I became 

Kelly Chan. What a fantastic moment! I could not believe I had become Kelly 

Chan who is a famous singer in Hong Kong.  

 When I looked at the mirror, I saw a girl with a model-like figure and perfect 

face. The only thing I wanted to do was to hold a big concert… 

 An hour later, thousands of fans convened in a big outdoor plaza. Then, the 

spot lights irradiated at me. I felt I was completely a superstar. Meanwhile, I heard 

many people yelling and screaming. I enjoyed singing on the stage. I was 

overjoyed and everyone was focusing on me.  

 After finishing my concert, there were many paparazzi following me. They 

put their cameras on and started taking pictures. Whether I was in my home or 

outside, they still took photos and kept asking me the rumours about me. 

Therefore, I drove my car fast and tried to escape from them.  

 Unfortunately, I crashed my car. Then, an unimaginable thing happened. My 

face and body turned back into the original me. I am truly glad to become an 

ordinary person. To be honest, being a celebrity is not as good as what people 

think, like being surrounded and stared at makes me feel awful. Having no 

privacy would stop me dreaming of being a public figure. 

Magic moment 

Leung Yuk Yee   5B  
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A Vivid Nightmare 

 Yesterday was my birthday and I got a magic coat. I put it on and I became an 

wicked gangster. His name was called Yip Kai Foon. I was extremely shocked 

when seeing my face. My feet felt like they had weights attached to them. I had 

never imagined that I would turn to a once-most- wanted gangster. With an evil 

mind, I started to plan a robbery in the jeweller’s and banks in Causeway Bay with 

my gang.  

 Armed with AK-47s and pistols, we had robbed about 50 million dollars and 

jewellery. After the robbery, we jumped into our car and tried to escape. Many 

police cars came behind us. We fired at the policemen with numerous shots and 

finally escaped to the Mainland China. After getting the money, we decided to go 

to a sauna to relax ourselves a bit. However, after we had arrived there, we saw 

many police officers standing by for us at the front door. I was so frightened that 

my hands could not stop shaking. Therefore, we sneaked back to the car as soon as 

possible and sped to home. 

 Finally, we were safe. I was extremely exhausted and started to fall asleep on 

the sofa. About five hours later, I woke up and found myself sleeping in my bed. 

“Oh! It is just a dream,” I shouted loudly. What a vivid nightmare! 

Cheng Ting Fung   5D 
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 One day, I put on the magic coat. Then I became Mr CY Leung, the Chief Executive of 

the HKSAR. That’s how my special day started.  

 As usual, I went to the Chief Executive’s Office in Admiralty in my Mercedes Benz. 

As soon as I arrived at the headquarters, I already saw a large crowd of reporters and 

protesters waiting for me. The angry protesters carried banners and posters depicting me 

as Pinocchio or a wolf. Some even thundered, “CY Leung, step down.” Fortunately the 

police had cordoned off the entrance and set up a special zone for them. Meanwhile the 

reporters kept taking photos of me. I thought I would become the headline again.   

 Fifteen minutes later, I signalled to my body guards that I wanted to get out of the car. 

On my way to the Office, the protesters crossed the police cordon and rushed towards me. 

During the chaos, my body guards stopped and dispersed the rowdy crowd. I 

immediately rushed into the lobby without stopping or responding to any questions. But 

I still kept waving and smiling until I got into the lift.   

 Finally I could settle back in my seat in my cosy, spacious office. Suddenly my 

colleague told me that I had to attend a special meeting ten minutes later. To my surprise, 

the meeting was about my home expansion. Feeling jittery, I took a deep breath and 

headed to the conference room. In the room, I saw Mr Tsang Yok-sing, Mr Leung Kwok-

hung, Mr Wong Yuk -man and many other Legco members.   

 At the beginning of the meeting, Mr Tsang explained the run-down and rules. The 

members asked me a lot of tough questions about my house and lies. Mr Leung Kwok-

hung even made a tart suggestion that I had to step down immediately. Being filled with 

anger, he suddenly threw a shoe towards me, and I barely avoided it. Unsurprisingly, Mr 

Tsang ordered him to leave the room at once. Only at that time, I felt relieved and 

whispered, “When will the meeting end?”   

 Thanks God! There was a short break in the middle of the meeting. I went back to my 

office and took some rest. As I was still thinking how to dodge further questions from the 

Legco members, my secretary came in and asked me to sign some documents. I picked up 

my Montblanc and signed them in my own style. But the secretary frowned at me, asking 

me why my signature looked so different today. I smiled at her and told her the terrifying 

incident in the conference room. She comforted me and let me sign them after the meeting. 

I went to the washroom, breathed a sigh of relief and prayed. Having closed my eyes for 

more than five minutes, I thanked God for listening to my prayer. I changed back to 

myself and immediately left the Office unnoticed.  

 Today was the most adventurous day that I had ever had. Facing the public, I 

realized that being the Chief Executive was not an easy task, and being the most 

unpopular head of the HKSAR was even a more annoying task. 

Chan Tsz Wai & Leung Chun Yu   5E 
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 I was informed my days were dwindling.  

 When I was having lunch, a bunch of men came into my room. They took out 

a pile of papers and whispered a few words to my parents. My mum burst into 

tears while the men remained expressionless. As soon as my dad signed a cheque 

and handed it to them, they went out, leaving no trace. 

 I croaked, “What’s wrong with those men? They were like the cold-blooded 

vampires in the movie.” “Yeah sweetie,” sighed Mum, “It’s quite hard to be 

fervent in this materialistic society.” The scene was engraved on my mind. I 

promised myself not to be like them even on the last day of my life. 

 I went down the street and saw the old man, as usual, begging to every single 

passer-by. It was my very first time to look into his eyes. Rummaging every pocket 

and giving him all I had, I felt slightly relieved. 

 On the next day, I rang my friend Penny, who had always been drooling over 

my book-enshrinement. I offered to give it to her under no condition and she was 

amazed.  

 The days followed by. I helped an old lady to cross the road, gave hands to a 

labour pushing his trolley, and freed caged birds. Though I did a lot to redeem 

myself, emptiness was still there. 

 Suddenly I was confused. Things I had done were exactly what 

philanthropists would do. Why couldn’t I combat the sense of vacancy in my heart? 

 The last day of my life finally came. I was lying on the sofa contemplating. 

Suddenly, the talking cricket sprang out of nowhere, “My dear, real charity should 

be sincere. Mercy should be shown out of pure heart without calculations.” 

 I opened my eyes. The ending soundtrack of my favorite cartoon went off.  

Staring at the TV screen, a smile swept over my face. 

 Lee Pui Yu   2A 

If I Had Seven Days Left Living in the World…  
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 Life is the most valuable treasure for people because it only belongs to us once. 

It would be very cruel and unacceptable if I only had seven days left living in the 

world.  

 First of all, I would feel very upset and think “Life is too short to me”, I don’t 

have time to enjoy it. Then I would cheer myself up and try my best to finish what 

I have not yet finished. 

 From the first day to the second day, I would reserve the most delicious buffet 

in the world and eat that as I could not eat anymore. Also, I would buy an air 

ticket that allows me to travel around the world in a short time. I like to experience 

different cultures, so I would just pay a short visit to every stop, and go back to 

my home country. 

 From the third day to the fourth day, I would donate all my money to charity 

for people in need. I would also be a volunteer to help and take care of the elderly. 

After helping them, I would feel wonderful and fantastic.  

 From the fifth day to the seventh day, I would definitely spend my time with 

those whom I love. I would like to tell everyone how much they mean to me and 

how much I love them. I would hug all my friends and thank them for their 

support. I would share my good times and bad times with them. 

 I would make my last days joyful and keep them in my mind forever before I 

die. I would make the best use of every single second in my last seven days. 

 

Wong Tik   3A 

If I Had Seven Days Left Living in the World…  

47 



 Everyone will die, it is just a matter of time. How about if I only had even 

days left living in the world? I think I would be very busy. I would do many 

things that I’ve never done before. 

 First, I would leave my school. I’ve spent too much time at this boring place 

and I don’t like wasting my last seven days studying. Then I would spend all my 

money travelling alone. Seven days may not be enough for travelling the whole 

world, so I would just pick some places where I’m really eager to go. As I’m just a 

little boy and don’t have too much money, I would find a job - a part-time job. I 

want to experience how difficult my parents’ work is. Then I can know more 

about the meaning of money. 

 I would not stay in any hotels too. Instead, I would go camping with a tent 

only. How interesting it would be sleeping in the countryside! Whenever I want to 

see the stars, I just need to look up. No electricity, no people and no buildings 

around, being alone to touch the real nature. Most people always live in a big city, 

how boring it is! The only thing we know is working and studying, are we robots? 

 Don’t leave your last seven days with regrets. When you only have seven 

days left, you will know how stupid you are in your life; you haven’t done much 

for yourself! If you think you’ve wasted your life, wake up! Change your lifestyle, 

do something with no regrets!  

Wong Wai Pong   3A 
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 If I just had seven days left living in the world, I would spend these days with 

my family, friends and my dog because I think they are the most important ones 

that I really care about in my life. 

 First, I would spend three days with my family, we would stay at home and 

share some secrets that we would not talk in our normal days. After the friendly 

chat, we would do something that we were scared to do in the past days, such as 

bungee jumping.  

 Second, I would spend the next two days with my friends because I have a lot 

of friends that I must spend time with each of them, at least to have a dinner. 

 The most significant thing that I would do is to take care of my dog because I 

do not want my dog to know that I am leaving soon. I decide to take care of him 

until the last minute of my life so as not to let him break his heart. 

 Do not just sit there and wait! Just do what you do not have the courage to do 

in your daily life! Go and cherish what you have at the moment, do not let your 

chance leave you. 

Cheung Chung Hei   3A 
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 I have never thought about when I would lose my life because it sounds too 

distant for me as a 15-year-old teenager. But when I read the title of this writing 

competition, I suddenly realized that lots of my wishes would not have been 

achieved if I had 7 days left living in the world. 

 If I had 7 days left living in the world, there are three things that I would do 

definitely. They are meaningful for me although they don’t seem to be great. First, 

I would give my diary to my mother, the person whom I love most. I think it is the 

easiest way to express my love to her. We would recall every sweet memory of my 

childhood by reading the diary. 

 After that, I would sign an agreement of organ donations to help people in 

need. For example, the cornea I donated could help a blind person to see this 

beautiful world. The liver I donated could give a new life to a patient who is 

suffering from liver diseases. I think helping others by donating organs is such a 

meaningful thing to do after one’s death. 

 Lastly, I would spend the rest of my time on making a hot air balloon. 

Although making a hot air balloon might be difficult, I would try my best to make 

it. In my imagination, it would be colourful and powerful. Then I would travel on 

it during my last few days to see the beautiful views of the world. I believe that it 

would be a wonderful and unprecedented experience for me. 

 If I had 7 days left living in the world, I would finish these things so that my 

life would end without any regrets. 

Yuan Xinyi   3A  
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Film Reviews 



 SpongeBob SquarePants, the well-known American animation series, is 

regarded as the most fascinating cartoon by many people. The SpongeBob 

SquarePants Movie, an animation adapted from the original story has definitely 

made the audience roar with laughter. 

 SpongeBob SquarePants and his friend Patrick promise to help his boss Mr 

Krabs who is framed as stealing King Neptune’s crown by his business rival 

Plankton and is frozen by Neptune. SpongeBob and Patrick encounter many 

death-defying obstables and return with the crown promptly. They then confront 

Plankton who controls Neptune and his slaves, Bikini Bottom residents. 

SpongeBob plays a rock song to free the slaves. Plankton is then arrested and 

incarcerated. SpongeBob is finally promoted to be the general manager of the new 

restaurant opened by Krabs. 

 This movie is very entertaining. The opening is funny as not many movies will 

contain an advertisement in the plot. There are a lot of jokes that make me laugh 

so much. For example, in the dream of SpongeBob, the critical situation mentioned 

by Krabs is having no cheese in the Krabby Patty! SpongeBob behaves like a 

doctor when talking to the customer. This gives a totally different SpongeBob 

which really shocks me.  

 The special effects and sound tracks are amazing. They are ably adaptive to 

the scene. The movie is a compound of cartoon and real characters. A relaxing 

theme song matches them  perfectly. 

 The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie is a roaring success. It is a movie suitable 

for all ages. 

Rating:  

 

Yung Chun Yin    4A  
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 Directed by Kevin Lima, written by Bill Kelly, photographed by Don Burgess, 

and starring Amy Adams, Patrick Dempsey, James Marsden, Idina Menzel and 

Timothy Spall, Enchanted is based on a classical Disney fairytale collides with modern 

New York City. The story is about a fairytale princess falling in love with a boy who is 

a New Yorker. It is a romance added with comedy and fantasy stories. 

 The beautiful princess Giselle meets Prince Edward in the fairytale world. They 

love each other at the first sight and decide to get married. However, the Prince’s 

mother, Queen Narissa, does not want Giselle to take away her throne. Giselle is sent 

to the real world by the evil Queen from her magical well. Soon after Giselle’s arrival, 

she meets a handsome lawyer called Robert Philip. He leads her to find her prince in 

the reality of modern Manhattan. Moreover, since Robert Philip decides to help 

Giselle, so they live together with Morgan Philip, who is Robert’s daughter. Day by 

Day, many things happened between Philip and Giselle. They start to love each other 

unknowingly. At that moment, Prince Edward suddenly appeared. Ultimately, who 

will Giselle choose? 

 I think this movie is a great entertainment, especially for families. The movie is 

enjoyable that it offers you not only romantic plots and comedy, but also spectacular 

costumes, songs and music. First and foremost, the costumes are carefully chosen and 

give audience a beautiful and nice feeling of being in a fairytale. In addition, there are 

a lot of original songs in the movie. The lyrics are very meaningful and allow the 

actors and actresses to fully express their feelings. The musicians use different 

instruments to create the scene atmosphere; sometimes happy, sometimes 

sentimental. All these elements make the audience become more involved in enjoying 

the movie. 

 I highly recommend this romantic film to all of you. This romantic story is 

definitely worth seeing. A thumbs-up! 

Rating:  

Film Review: Enchanted 

Chan Lok Sang   4B 
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